
 

 

“For this light momentary affliction is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to the things that are 
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal.” 2 Cor. 4:17-18  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
There are very few people who would argue the 
fact that life is filled with various kinds of afflictions, 
whether they come in the form of sickness, 
difficulties at work, or struggling relationships. For 
most of us, these afflictions usually do not come as 
a result of our faith in Christ, although there 
appears to be growing opposition to Christianity  
and particularly the commands of Scripture. The 
apostle Paul was one who endured nearly constant 
and severe afflictions due to his bold witness of 
Jesus Christ. It is hard to imagine what that would 
feel like, and yet many believers in other parts of 
the world face this daily. 
 
Last month, I was asked to take part in Security 
Training at the MAF US headquarters in preparation 
for my trips to Chad this year. Although I was 
somewhat naïve going into the training, I soon 
realised these were not going to be a very relaxing 

few days. The instructors challenged us to work 
through various role-play scenarios, such as:  
interrogations by foreign authorities, kidnappings, 
armed robberies, and hostage takings. It was very 
sobering to be reminded that the security we often 
take for granted in our home countries is not 
guaranteed for people in many places around the 
world. We were challenged throughout our training 
to remember that the Gospel was central and we 
are to be good stewards of the resources God has 
put in place for the advancement of the Good 

News. This involves diligently caring for our fellow 
team members and the national Christians in the 
countries we serve, who may face much greater 
consequences than the foreign missionaries for 
sharing their faith. We were challenged to ‘count 
the cost’ of serving Christ and consider what price 
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The MAF plane draws a lot of attention in southern Chad 



 

 

we were ultimately willing to pay for the sake of the 
Gospel. This question has gone through my mind 
often since that training, and gives me new 
admiration for the work of the apostles in the early 
Church!  
 
As I have been reintroduced into the international 
office that manages the Chad program, it has been 
encouraging to reconnect with many familiar faces 
from years passed and to be welcomed back so 
warmly. Although we would have liked this to be a 
return for us as a family, we trust that for the time 
being God is asking me to support these two 
programs while Dorilee supports our family back  
home. We would appreciate prayer that our family 
would remain close during these times apart. Please 
also pray that, above all, God would be glorified 
through the ministry this coming year. 
 
My tickets and visas are in place for a departure on  
March 24. The initial trip will involve two weeks in 
Uganda for flight training followed by two weeks in 
Chad to cover pilot duties for a family leaving on 
furlough. In May, I expect to join the instructional 
team back at Prairie to assist during the busy 
training season when new students arrive in the 
PATC program. In June and July, I am scheduled to 
cover another period back in Chad as a second pilot 
family leaves for furlough.  

 

 
Family Update 
We were able to make a quick trip to California in 
late December to drop off Julia at university and 
celebrate a belated Christmas with Mariah. It was a 
very special time to be together with most of our 
family since, over the past year, there have been 
various comings and goings. The girls have settled 
well back into their studies and are thankful for 
God’s provision in allowing them to study at such a 
solid Christian school.  
 
 
We are truly humbled every month by your faithful 
prayer and financial support! The Lord has literally 
sustained us through your partnership and we are 
grateful for the opportunity to serve Him through 
the students at Prairie and the people of Chad! 
 
In Christ,  
 

 

Contact us: Box 502 Three Hills,  AB.  T0M 2A0 |  phone: 403-412-4405 / 403-412-5001   
       email: khildebrandt@mafc.org 

 
Mission Aviation Fellowship Canada :  102—195 Hanlon Creek Blvd | Guelph ON N1C 0A1  | 1-877-351-9344  

 www.mafc.org 

Enjoying an outdoor fire at the university campus 

Sibling time—Kiara, Evelyn, Peter, Julia, Mariah 


