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Judges

What you will find through this study, though we live over 3000 years after the events of this book, and half a world away, we are actually no different than the people we read about in this book. There’s a phrase that gets repeated near the end of this book that says “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” So I’ve titled this series “Right in our own eyes” because this still explains the condition of the human heart- we do what we do, we sin how we sin, we live how we live, because it’s right in our own eyes.

Throughout the book of Judges, you will see a downward spiral in the obedience of Israel: 
· First the people abandon the Lord
· God punishes them by raising up a foreign power to oppress them
· the people cry out to God for deliverance 
· God raises up a deliverer, or judge, for them. 
· They worship God.


The Drift of Disobedience - Judges 1-2:5

Read Judges 1:1-5

What compromise do we see in Judah’s response to the Lord’s instructions to Judah in fighting against the Canaanites in verses 2-3?

· How did God respond to this? 1:4-5 

· Does God always immediately withhold blessings when we are disobedient? 2 Timothy 2:13


Evidently iron chariots were a great advantage in battles in those days. Considering this, compare Judges 1:19 with Israel’s rescue from Egypt, especially Exodus 14:13-18, 23-28.
· Note the differences between the story in Judges and the Exodus.

· How were the people prepared for the crossing of the sea? (browse Ex. 12, 13)

· Do you think it was a lack of power that kept Judah from victory over the iron chariots? Explain.

Scan Judges 1:19-36 and note how many tribes did not obediently drive out all the inhabitants from their territories.

Consider the following quote, used by Pastor Paul, by D.A. Carson: “People do not drift toward Holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been liberated.”

Read Judges 2:1-5

· What were the results of the people’s disobedience?

· Note their response to God’s conviction of sin.

In what ways do you see yourself reflected in these chapters?

Share one behavior seen in these passages that you would like to imitate and one that you would like to overcome in your life.


A Time for Renewal – Judges 2:6-3:6

Read Judges 2:10-13

It was only 80 years earlier that God had given the ten commandments to His people at Mount Sanai and established His covenant with them. 

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9
· Rather than just requiring them to follow the commandments as a duty, what do you see in this passage?

· The people in the book of Judges are the children and grandchildren of those who were part of the Exodus. How does this reinforce the urgency to follow the heart of the covenant?

· What statistics from our current culture reinforce the need to wholeheartedly love the Lord, live for and obey Him daily, speak about Him all the time, and faithfully teach our children?

· Reflect on your own life. How is my love for the Lord influencing the new generation and these disastrous statistics? Do my words and actions reflect my wholehearted love for God? What roles do I have where I can improve in my influence of the next generation?

Read Judges 3:1-6
· Why did God leave nations in the land?

· In the past, how had Israel won the battles? Consider the Exodus and Jericho.

· What is the Lord trying to show them through teaching them about war?


God does not leave us in our failures and sins but uses even disastrous consequences to draw us back to Himself.
· Share an experience when God worked through difficult things in your life to draw you back or closer to Himself.

Consider Romans 8:28 and reflect on God’s sovereignty in all things, even in the consequences of our failures.
